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Cattleman's Day at Pittsburg's Advocacy Meeting
Kansas State University

- ﬂ
M‘ ihg Ures fodl 2ople with Disabilities

On March 5, 2010 Steve Hoover, Assistidelvocacy group held their meeting. Th
Technology and Agrability Specialisimeeting was devoted primarily to legislativ

State University. Steve helped Kerri Ebeldst 2 months or that are being planned. Ld
man a booth displaying information aboutAnn, the coordinator wrote letters to thée
Kansas Agrability. The day proved to be veiyenate and House leaders about raisi
interesting talking with people about the revenues for the budget shortfalls. With the]
functions of Kansas AgrAbility as a part gfermission, Lou Ann also wrote about 2 log
: X the National AgrAbility project. Kansas AgrAwomen on the waiting lists and the

Rodney and Angel Marie Summers  pjjiry works with ranchers, farmers and memehallenges they face while they are waitin
bers of their families to stay on their farm$o receive services. After the letters we
Father and Daughter and be productive. Many of the peopleread to the group, then they were signed b
Re-united after 20 years talking in the displays said they had nevethe customers and PCA's attending th
heard of Kansas AgrAbility so there is stillraeeting, and placed in the mail to ke

It gives me, Rodney G. Summers, great j!ﬂ} of work to be done to get the word out. Iflegislators in bqth the'Senate anq the Houg
and pleasure to tell everyone that after oveYou know anyone who can be helped byThere was a discussion of starting a pho
20 years | have found my daughter Angéfansas AgrAblllty be sure and tell them th&ree to help contgpt c.ustomers (both o
Marie Summers. Rodney stated, aye|| CpNtact number is 1-800-KAN DO IT (5264CBS and the waiting list) and PCA's to h

should say that she found me. We got to talR0*8) notify people when there is an action ale
with each other on Monday February 1588 for legislative action.

2010 and we got to see each other on Satu”
day, February 27, 2010 at her home i_ %
Wichita, Kansas. We had a wonderful tim '
together.© -

Rick Knight also spoke about the Workir
Healthy and Work programs. To top off t
meeting, Linda Roberts had prepared Co
Beef Hash for us to enjoy. Other people a
brought goodies to share; it was a half an
half meal with nods to both St. Paddy's D
and Easter. We enjoyed the conversation al
the meal.

¥
Rodney works in the Neosho County SKJi
office located in Chanute. He is also the pres
dent of the Neosho County Accessibity Coal™
tion. However he is also a father. Angel angs

four years old. Through the years Rodney had
tried several times to locate his daughter. BUKEE Program
there are several Angel M. Summers in the ) .
United States. When Rodney received Rita Nance the Assistive Technology Pl 14, Statewide Crossroads Rally,
message that someone named Angel waanager reports that staff is becoming good Hutchinson

trying to reach him he thought it was some-at multitasking. For example Steve HooverMay 14, Hays Picnic

one trying to trick him. But he made contactthe AgrAbility/Assistive Technology Special-May 27, Columbus Picnic

and is so glad he did. Angel had been livingst, has been the go to person for Farm needdune 12, Fishing Has No Boundaries,
in Wichita. She and Rodney were able to ge{nd assistive technology modifications. He's Cherryvale

together over the weekend and Rodney saysjone such a good job we've given him more July 26, Parsons ADA Event

3aShe always was a dad's girl.° The two plan gy ties! Septem’ber 14, Pittsburg Picnic

spend as much time together as possiblesteve is now also our Kansas Equipmengantember 23’ Fredonia Picnic

and Rodney hopes to invite her to Visitexchange (KEE) contact person. If you havg ? ber 30. Y ’t Center Event
Chanute. According to Rodney the futuregquipment to donate or need to place some- Dgcoerﬁlr)er 3 I?/I;SHofnr:eeFror\'ll'ehne

looks pretty good. one on the waiting list for equipment, give ~* " _
him a call at 1-800-KAN-DOIT! Holidays Dinner, Parsons

Coming Events

On Wednesday, March 24th the Pittsbufg
e

attended the Cattleman's Day at Kansassues/actions that have taken place in the
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We ended each class on a fun note with
mobility training on the Segway. The Profes
sors and other Admin personnel were goo
sports and also went through the training
so they could experience what it feels like t
right a Segway.

Let your voice be heard... Rally _ ml”iii H.!,!;! h m,

-
<2

W
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Chris Owens, Executive Director of the Prairi¢
Independent Living Resource Center
announced Monday that PILR is hosting a
statewide 2Let your voice be heard®rally. The
program will be in the heart of Kansas at the
Hutchinson DCI Park located at Second anc
Main. Local and state advocates will begin
the program at 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday
April 14, 2010.

[®)

In between the two classes, Dr. Killing
sworth treated us to an amazing tour of the
new facilities in the  Adapted
Recreation/ROTC Building! They have many
different kinds of work out equipment, all
with the latest technology to promote
healthy workouts and keeping track o

The purpose of this event is to begin a

month long campaign of disability 11 progress and each person's personal
advocates working together from across theassistive Technology training session. There were areas to hang
state to educate the public and legislators OMeaaches at PSU out watching TV or doing homework. Eac
the issues that are causing people to die in of the classrooms housed there has t

latest technology built in, with quality

By Vicki Souter sprroundings. There are computers in diffe
n Tuesday March 9, 2010 Rhonda Etter anc}J 9 - b
. . ent areas of the building for the students t
icki Souter went to PSU to present Assis- : .
. : . . access. It is monitored closely to make sufe
ive Technology Solutions in Recreation, for -
- , only PSU students access the building. They
r. Charles Killingsworth's classes on the

their homes.

Shannon Jones the Executive Director o\g
SILCK (Statewide Independent Livin
Council of Kansas) reports that the curren
numbers show sixty-four people have died, -\ .0 to Therapeutic share space with the ROTC program,
while waiting for funding. Additionally 1896 Recreation/Recreation Therapy class ancrl:naklng it a natural recruiting area.

people with physical disabilities are also,[h : . . :
" e Intervention Techniques in Therapeutic ,, . :
waiting for necessary supports. q n fAII in all it was a great day for both th

Reqregtlon. We gave them an overview 9%tudents and the AT Specialist to meet and
The state of K s at a Lif D Assistive Technology and the 18 county hare ideas and passions
€ stale ot Ransas 1s at a Lile or Dealjy 5 e cover, along with how there are 5S P ’

Crossroads. Leaders are making choices that. ... sites and making sure the et
are affecting citizens across the entire stateState is s er,ve d by AT Specialists. We
Co2 a .
Th.e pgb“ﬁ IS :jrlwted to attend and *Let YOUT§iscussed how we work with people with all Employer-focused web site,
voice be heard- disabilities of all ages. Our presentation

included a power point on solutions for The Kansas Commission on Disabiljty
e P€Ople With disabilities in recreation. The concerns launched its new employer
power point covered sewing solutions, focused Web site,
bicycling adaptations, bowling, basketball, www.kansasemployability.com, as part
fishing, hunting, and camping solutions, jts |ocal effort to support the nationa
along with many other Recreational adap-aThink Beyond the Label® marketing

tations to allow everyone to participate in campaign to promote the hiring of workers
leisure activities. We had devices with us fokyith disabilities.

vision, mobility, hearing and speech
SO|uti0nS, to allow them hands on with The $4 million national Campaign wil

117

—

Stay out of the cookie jar!:

by Rodney G. Summers

When | was a little boy and | tried to get into
the cookie jar, | would hear my grandmother
holler 28Stay out of the cookie jar!? Well

some Assistive Technology. i i
maybe we should say that to the legislators, 9y Eﬁl%izrrdlg t%?gf;g?]n%oolr:) T‘FﬁethgeoZYecg ?hr:d
a 1 1 [o] . -
TSht'ay' out og‘hthe COOk'fe jar! ast cof the Ve let them try the adapted fishing pole humorous, edgy campaign is to changk
M IZ-IS ;.idn% ng\t/aIy ° s:_atylr;g ,fy OUtOTtMCthat we use at FHNB and encouraged themattitudes about hiring people with disabili-
We |ca|d tu r?e , [eave It alone: tin th to come and experience the FHNB prograntjes, raise awareness of the need for divér-
e heed 1o nave more money put In € first hand as we can always use more volunsity in the workplace, counter stereotypeks

budget and not money taken out. | have
always wondered why People with Disabili-
ties, the elderly, and the children always
have to suffer. Is it just so that the legislators
can find money for an area that they think
that's need it more? Don't the People with
Disability, The Elderly, and Children need
money also for medical and schooling just
like everybody else?

| do think that we do! What do you think?

teers. We brought the Segway and hadapout people with disabilities and encour
them brainstorm ways when this could be a age employers to visit
good solution for someone with a disability www.kansasemployability.com to find locdl
and discussed ways to possibly find justifi-resources regarding employment an
cation in getting it funded. We asked them gjsapility. States such as Kansas are par(ﬂci—
to think outside the box for the disability pating with local marketing efforts, includ
and the solutions in regards to a Segwaying the development of new Web site
and finding funding to purchase it. designed to help employers learn thg
benefits of employing individuals with
disabilities.

o
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WORKING HEALTHY and the these statements if they weren't true. If you
WORK PROGRAMS have someone who may be eligible and is
interested in these programs call me at
WORKING HEALTHY and the WORG20-421-5502 or my cell at 620-778-2321
PROGRAMS are available to people wittand if I think they may be eligible I will refer
disabilities until they turn 65. People do not them to Dan Hallacy, the Working Healthy
need to be on Social Security as long aBenefits Specialist who can look at their
they have a disability determination and €arnings and benefits and provide some
can work enough to earn at least $65.00 peroptions for them to consider.
month gross or more, making minimum Rick Knight is the WORKING HEALTHY and
wage or more, and paying taxes, socialthe WORK PROGRAM coordinator for SKIL
security, etc. They can have up toResource Center.
$15,000.00 in resources not including their Email Rick at rickk@skilonline.com.
home, car, retirement plan, personal EE —
belongings, and can make upwards of Legal Response to
$_75,000.00 per year depending on family pomestic Violence Training
size. They can be on SSDI but if they are _ _
they cannot earn more than allowed by By Katy Parker LMSW | Rose Harris of PlttSbUrg celebrated her

Social Security. If they are on SSI and deperka ity peace Initiative 110th birthday Jan. 30, 2010 Harris, affgc-

i I a 1@0 a|
dent on the SSI income they may not wantthe First Annual Legal Response to Dometlpnately known as @Aunt Rosie® and 2Mothegr

to qua“fy because they must become tic Violence was held at the Pittsbur ﬁose,oalso receivedabirthday call from U.S.
o ¢} ;

ineligible for SSI and would lose the SSlnicipal Auditorium March 12th. Therseesn.ei?erg Eé(r)\:c\gr;baecz;,sviho has admired and
income. If they don't need HCBS they mayyaining was sponsored by the Crawford' " years.
still qualify for WORKING HEALTHY angdg ¢
MEDICAID.

110 Years Strong

eventy ,-Aris(k)uigtr;r? di?1 nd Ov;lf'il(l:etieAsvr;rgnvr\::ai'he daughter of the late Lott and Margare
. 9 %haw Miller, Harris was born Jan. 30, 1900, in

—

If they qualify for WORKING HEALTHY arﬁwarded o Officer Tomasi of FTO”‘e”a? P ale, just east of the current location ¢
i e was chosen because of his consiste hicken Mary's. There were 10 children |in
the WORK PROGRAM they will get MEDIGtorts 10 assist victims and help them feel ys.

AID, receive HCBS with PCA(s) who they cathre - aAn anonymous Pittsburg businesthoeefzm'géngrmssolzstO“V;% Sslglemgvgrﬁdw?h
pay as much as $10.00 per hour and maybe, qided $500 and a certificate to be \ati Y b ; gté d the f i

even provide some benefits to their PCA(S)p_resented to Officer Tomasi. This year(%esalves y car 1o atten e ftuneral I
They can use up to $7,500.00 PER YEARGRA 4 recipient was chosen by Pittsbur

g enver, Colo.
Assistive Services for things like assistivesgc advocates. T —
technology including medical equipment, jcluded Brooke Saathoff (FPI), Trav.EeglsIatlve Breakfast

=

—

Speakers for the trainin
is

home modifications, vehicle modifications, Harrod (AGOs office), Bethany Roberlt)s
[ tieportation, and mayoe il Dentures.(KansaS Legal Services), Sarah Neg}&;éﬂ%ﬁ?l){ﬁ; legislative breakfast for
e o e ey wil have bOth(COffeyVi”e CRC), and Sarah Rust-MartitrF]e Pittsbur districtwgs held at Fat Daddy's
MEDICARE and MEDICAID. also of the AGOs office. Attendees were 9 a y
réstaurant in Pittsburg. Sen. Bob Marshall,

.. presented with training regarding victim : L
Even though these are Kansas Ivled'ca'(ﬁervices, civil remedies, an over view of thezt(:"epr'1 d‘]el:j“teheMberzgmgls’t ?r:;jt vlvqaespb i%btoGtrr\ nt
programs they have not suffer_ed any ramily Peace Initiative, information regard- . . b
cutbacks because they are work incentivejyq the stalking law, and tips on how to public. The legislators spoke to the groyp
programs, and there is NO WAITING LIST 0cacite domestic violence while keeping about the current situation and proposals i

and NO CLIENT OBLIGATION or SPE Pe' victim safe. The seminar was designedTOpeka' Rep. Menghini told us that the
DOWN. If someone on one or both of these

oo Serious debate and negotiations about th
i irj primarily for law enforcement ~and budget crisis would not take place unt|l
programs loses or quits their job they have o osecyting attorneys.  There were 150 , ri? due to a number of fath)ors R
from 4 to 9 months to find another job registered and 125 were in attendance. prildue. clors. — Rep.
without losing services, depending on the Menghini is on the House taxation commit-
|

i - tee and would like to replace the funding fgr
o lonaer work at all and they had boon onWW.thekansastruthis.com Medicaid and education but s facing oppd;
one of the waivers when they went on one sition. Sen. Marshall spoke about an idea|to

EStateWide Advocates have established %raise funds by fining uninsured drivers.

or both of these programs, except the F .
new website to be used as a hub Ofy, 0q |egislators took questions from th

waiver, they can go right back on it without information during this legislative session ;
having to wait. | know this all sounds too g 9 ‘audience. It was a small group but Greg

good to be true but it's not, as long as theyv(igﬁt F:\J/reprots)ieOIotT:Za\:v?r?jltt?uli ?rg\r’]:’craetaels‘?ones, Dave Sorrick, SKIL customers, waiting
are employed or self-employed in a Iegiti'Kansans v)\//ith disabilities about the impacths-’t customers,. PCAS, and Lou An'n,.
mate private business. t the drasti bud in the | Pittsburg coordinator made up the majorl't
of the drastic state budget cuts In the last ¢ e groyp. We numbered 16 strong, whidh
two years. These cuts have significantly,,,qe up over half of the audience, and

Rick Knight states,&This is a win-win oppor- ted K . lity of lif d limited
tunity with no risk and | think most of you Impacted Ransans quallty ot fite and Imited gpq\ed our legislators that we are a force fo

know me and know | wouldn't be making their opportunities to live independently. o yealt with.
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SKIL Leadership discussion erupted as people began tp
discuss what numbers they would put on

Wednesday March 17th, 2010 the SKilthe cards. After a few laughs it was back fo
Board met in regular session. In addition tdusiness and everyone agreed to just put|a

the regular business Shari Coatneytelephone number of SKIL and not their
CEO/President of SKIL shared some of thmeasurements on the cards for the men.

effects the recent cuts in funding have had

on the SKIL organization. They include 2%rmed with paper, pens, and markers th
people having to be let go, reduced hoursteam really hoped that if anyone inside th
in all offices, reduction is salaries anchursing home that wanted to get out
benefits. But hat SKIL is preparing for thavould see the number and know that there
conflicts to come and plans to work to are resources and people that support folK
resolve these issues with legislators andiving in their own home rather than being
agencies such as SRS. moved into a nursing facility.

[}

17

n

Upcoming events were mentioned such asSome of the advocates wanted to share
Community Picnics, Fishing has No Boundhow the recent budget cuts were affecting
aries, and the July 26th ADA Celebratiorthem. Gala Blevins shared that with

Plans are being discussed to coordinate aeduced hours there is a real danger of not

statewide celebration. July 26th 2010 willbeing able to monitor her blood sugar a$
) be the twentieth anniversary of the ADA. close as she needs to.
58 Crosses on Topeka Capital Lawn

Greg Jones reported that the Office of CiviDaniel Hudson who has had a serious hegrt

Fifty-eight crosses lined the grass in front oRights met with SKIL and is working on theattack and four stints is feeling @

the Statehouse on Tuesday morning, a repre©lmstead complaints. It was noted thattremendous amount of stress, because He
sentation of what one disability advocate saidSKIL was successful in submitting over 10fears the state will take away his personpl

were the disabled Kansans on the in-homeOimstead complaints. This has the potencare attendant and then try to force hin

service waiting list that have died whiletial to affect those currently on the PDinto a nursing home. Daniel stated, I

waiting for funding. waiting list that have been waiting for more worked in a nursing home. I've seen hoyw
than one year. they do. It's not good for the people.”

"They demonstrate the political genocide

going on while the Kansas Legislature fails tararina Lane, RN who is the Nurse Adminigoyce Potter who lives out in rural Woodsagn

act,” said Greg Jones, a representative of theeator for Independent Strides shared thatcounty requested that the state not cut the

grass-roots group. "They represent 58 liveshe Home Health program of SKIL isvages of personal care attendants as it |is

who chose to remain at home and keep theircurrently serving 42 patients in the South-already a hardship to find people willing ta
dignity instead of having their dignity east Kansas area. Additionally Strides idrive out into the county and do the work
stripped by being placed in a nursing setting."working with some of the SKIL Counselorsoyce stated, 2The State of Kansas shofi
to provide assistance to those on thecare about the people that need the help.9
The state acknowledges 58 of the 1,70Qvaiting list.
disabled Kansans on the waiting list have died
since December 2008. But 467 disable®KIL leaders were glad to welcome some
Kansans who were receiving in-home servicesisitors who are discussing the possibility . . .
died during that same period. About 6,6000f becoming part of the Board. A short KLKC The SKIL Radio station in
people currently receive those state-fundedvideo is included at the SKIL website that iS?arsons at Career Day!

d

services. of Sandra Klingensmith she is interested in

becoming part of the SKIL leadership teamSteve Lardy and Colt Smith of KLKC were¢ at
Around 30 protesters first positioned them- Parsons High School Career Day + The fwo
selves outside the House Appropriations . 3 gyms at Parsons High school were fillgd
Committee on Tuesday to add to their silentF€minine Mystique with representatives of institutions o
outdoor protest. The group later moved to the Advocates in Action higher education, businesses, industry and
Senate Taxation Committee, which was debat- the military Thursday during Career Dagy.

ing the merits of raising the state tobacco tax.The Yates center Advocacy group calledStudents were able to access informatign

aFeminine Mystique® met in regular sessionf”‘bom many ppportunities available fol!ow
Jones said he sees "the writing on the walljvednesday February 10th. The plans for thé"d graduation. One of the organizer

- O

when it comes to taxes. day included a hot bowl of chili and fresh Sherry Bowen noted the event has grown.

cinnamon rolls then it was right to business.TNfée years ago, there were forty booths get
"Does anyone want to pay more taxes? No, | up in one gym. She said the facilities Thufs-
don®t," he said. "But if | have to spend an extrie team created personal Valentines ford@y were as packed as one of the logal

dollar to make sure the elderly neighbor hashe residents of the local nursing home, Pasketball games with students making
oxygen, to keep her in her home, IGll do it."  They sent blue and purple to the men and Pans for the future.

pink to the ladies. Some of the fun




