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Father and Daughter
Re-united after 20 years

It gives me, Rodney G. Summers, great joy 
and pleasure to tell everyone that after over 
20 years I have found my daughter Angel 
Marie Summers.  Rodney stated, ªWell I 
should say that she found me.  We got to talk 
with each other on Monday February 15, 
2010 and we got to see each other on Satur-
day, February 27, 2010 at her home in 
Wichita, Kansas. We had a wonderful time 
together.º

Rodney  works in the Neosho County SKIL 
office located in Chanute. He is also the presi-
dent of the Neosho County Accessibity Coali-
tion. However he is also a father. Angel and 
Rodney were separated when she was only 
four years old. Through the years Rodney had 
tried several times to locate his daughter. But 
there are several Angel M. Summers in the 
United States. When Rodney received a 
message that someone named Angel was 
trying to reach him he thought it was some-
one trying to trick him. But he made contact 
and is so glad he did. Angel had been living 
in Wichita. She and Rodney were able to get 
together over the weekend and Rodney says, 
ªShe always was a dad's girl.º The two plan to 
spend as much time together as possible 
and Rodney hopes to invite her to visit 
Chanute. According to Rodney the future 
looks pretty good.

Cattleman's Day at 
Kansas State University

On March 5, 2010 Steve Hoover, Assistive 
Technology and Agrability Specialist 
attended the Cattleman's Day at Kansas 
State University. Steve helped Kerri Ebert 
man a booth displaying information about 
Kansas Agrability. The day proved to be very 
interesting talking with people about the 
functions of Kansas AgrAbility as a part of 
the National AgrAbility project. Kansas AgrA-
bility works with ranchers, farmers and mem-
bers of their families to stay on their farms 
and be productive. Many of the people 
talking in the displays said they had never 
heard of Kansas AgrAbility so there is still a 
lot of work to be done to get the word out. If 
you know anyone who can be helped by 
Kansas AgrAbility be sure and tell them the 
contact number is 1-800-KAN DO IT (526-
3648) 

Rodney and Angel Marie Summers

KEE Program

Rita Nance the Assistive Technology 
Manager reports that staff is becoming good 
at multitasking. For example Steve Hoover, 
the AgrAbility/Assistive Technology Special-
ist, has been the go to person for Farm needs 
and assistive technology modifications.  He's 
done such a good job we've given him more 
duties!
Steve is now also our Kansas Equipment 
Exchange (KEE) contact person. If you have 
equipment to donate or need to place some-
one on the waiting list for equipment, give 
him a call at 1-800-KAN-DOIT!

Pittsburg's Advocacy Meeting

On Wednesday, March 24th the Pittsburg 
Advocacy group held their meeting.  The 
meeting was devoted primarily to legislative 
issues/actions that have taken place in the 
last 2 months or that are being planned.  Lou 
Ann, the coordinator wrote letters to the 
Senate and House leaders about raising 
revenues for the budget shortfalls. With their 
permission, Lou Ann also wrote about 2 local 
women on the waiting lists and the 
challenges they face while they are waiting 
to receive services.  After the letters were 
read to the group, then they were signed by 
the customers and PCA's attending the 
meeting, and placed in the mail to key 
legislators in both the Senate and the House. 
There was a discussion of starting a phone 
tree to help contact customers (both on 
HCBS and the waiting list) and PCA's to help 
notify people when there is an action alert 
for legislative action. 
 
Rick Knight also spoke about the Working 
Healthy and Work programs.  To top off the 
meeting, Linda Roberts had prepared Corn 
Beef Hash for us to enjoy.  Other people also 
brought goodies to share; it was a half and 
half meal with nods to both St. Paddy's Day 
and Easter. We enjoyed the conversation and 
the meal.  

Coming Events

April 14, Statewide Crossroads Rally,
                    Hutchinson
May 14, Hays Picnic
May 27, Columbus Picnic
June 12, Fishing Has No Boundaries,
                    Cherryvale 
July 26, Parsons ADA Event 
September 14, Pittsburg Picnic
September 23, Fredonia Picnic
October 30, Yates Center Event
December 3, My Home For The 
Holidays Dinner, Parsons
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Employer-focused web site,

The Kansas Commission on Disability 
Concerns launched its new employer-
focused Web site, 
www.kansasemployability.com, as part of 
its local effort to support the national 
ªThink Beyond the Labelº marketing 
campaign to promote the hiring of workers 
with disabilities.

The $4 million national campaign will 
appear in print and on TV, the Web and 
billboards through 2010. The goal of the 
humorous, edgy campaign is to change 
attitudes about hiring people with disabili-
ties, raise awareness of the need for diver-
sity in the workplace, counter stereotypes 
about people with disabilities and encour-
age employers to visit 
www.kansasemployability.com to find local 
resources regarding employment and 
disability. States such as Kansas are partici-
pating with local marketing efforts, includ-
ing the development of new Web sites 
designed to help employers learn the 
benefits of employing individuals with 
disabilities.

Let your voice be heard... Rally

Chris Owens, Executive Director of the Prairie 
Independent Living Resource Center 
announced Monday that PILR is hosting a 
statewide ªLet your voice be heardº rally. The 
program will be in the heart of Kansas at the 
Hutchinson DCI Park located at Second and 
Main. Local and state advocates will begin 
the program at 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday 
April 14, 2010.

The purpose of this event is to begin a 
month long campaign of disability 
advocates working together from across the 
state to educate the public and legislators on 
the issues that are causing people to die in 
their homes.

Shannon Jones the Executive Director of 
SILCK (Statewide Independent Living 
Council of Kansas) reports that the current 
numbers show sixty-four people have died 
while waiting for funding. Additionally 1896 
people with physical disabilities are also 
waiting for necessary supports.

The state of Kansas is at a Life or Death 
Crossroads. Leaders are making choices that 
are affecting citizens across the entire state. 
The public is invited to attend and ªLet your 
voice be heardº.

Stay out of the cookie jar!:

by Rodney G. Summers 
When I was a little boy and I tried to get into 
the cookie jar, I would hear my grandmother 
holler ªStay out of the cookie jar!º.  Well 
maybe we should say that to the legislators, 
ªStay out of the cookie jar!º
This is another way of saying ªStay out of the 
Medicaid Budget, leave it alone!º
We need to have more money put in the 
budget and not money taken out.   I have 
always wondered why People with Disabili-
ties, the elderly, and the children always 
have to suffer. Is it just so that the legislators 
can find money for an area that they think 
that's need it more? Don't the People with 
Disability, The Elderly, and Children need 
money also for medical and schooling just 
like everybody else?
I do think that we do! What do you think?

Assistive Technology 
Teaches at PSU

By Vicki Souter
On Tuesday March 9, 2010 Rhonda Etter and 
Vicki Souter went to PSU to present Assis-
tive Technology Solutions in Recreation, for 
Dr. Charles Killingsworth's classes on the 
Introduction to Therapeutic 
Recreation/Recreation Therapy class and 
the Intervention Techniques in Therapeutic 
Recreation. We gave them an overview of 
Assistive Technology and the 18 county 
areas we cover, along with how there are 5 
Access Sites, and making sure the entire 
state is served by AT Specialists. We 
discussed how we work with people with all 
disabilities of all ages. Our presentation 
included a power point on solutions for 
people with disabilities in recreation. The 
power point covered sewing solutions, 
bicycling adaptations, bowling, basketball, 
fishing, hunting, and camping solutions, 
along with many other Recreational adap-
tations to allow everyone to participate in 
leisure activities. We had devices with us for 
vision, mobility, hearing and speech 
solutions, to allow them hands on with 
some Assistive Technology. 

We let them try the adapted fishing pole 
that we use at FHNB and encouraged them 
to come and experience the FHNB program 
first hand as we can always use more volun-
teers. We brought the Segway and had 
them brainstorm ways when this could be a 
good solution for someone with a disability 
and discussed ways to possibly find justifi-
cation in getting it funded. We asked them 
to think outside the box for the disability 
and the solutions in regards to a Segway 
and finding funding to purchase it.  

We ended each class on a fun note with 
mobility training on the Segway. The Profes-
sors and other Admin personnel were good 
sports and also went through the training 
so they could experience what it feels like to 
right a Segway. 

In between the two classes, Dr. Killing-
sworth treated us to an amazing tour of the 
new facilities in the Adapted 
Recreation/ROTC Building! They have many 
different kinds of work out equipment, all 
with the latest technology to promote 
healthy workouts and keeping track of 
progress and each person's personal 
training session. There were areas to hang 
out watching TV or doing homework. Each 
of the classrooms housed there has the 
latest technology built in, with quality 
surroundings. There are computers in differ-
ent areas of the building for the students to 
access. It is monitored closely to make sure 
only PSU students access the building. They 
share space with the ROTC program, 
making it a natural recruiting area. 

All in all it was a great day for both the 
students and the AT Specialist to meet and 
share ideas and passions.
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www.thekansastruthis.com

Statewide Advocates have established a 
new website to be used as a hub of 
information during this legislative session. 
One purpose of this website is advocates 
want everyone to hear the truth from real 
Kansans with disabilities about the impact 
of the drastic state budget cuts in the last 
two years. These cuts have significantly 
impacted Kansans' quality of life and limited 
their opportunities to live independently.

Legislative Breakfast

by Lou Ann Colyer
On March 6th, the legislative breakfast for 
the Pittsburg district was held at Fat Daddy's 
restaurant in Pittsburg.   Sen. Bob Marshall, 
Rep. Julie Menghini, and Rep. Bob Grant 
attended the breakfast that was open to the 
public.  The legislators spoke to the group 
about the current situation and proposals in 
Topeka.  Rep. Menghini told us that the 
serious debate and negotiations about the 
budget crisis would not take place until 
April due to a number of factors.  Rep.  
Menghini is on the House taxation commit-
tee and would like to replace the funding for 
Medicaid and education but is facing oppo-
sition.  Sen. Marshall spoke about an idea to 
raise funds by fining uninsured drivers.  All 
three legislators took questions from the 
audience.  It was a small group but Greg 
Jones, Dave Sorrick, SKIL customers, waiting 
list customers, PCA's, and Lou Ann, the 
Pittsburg coordinator made up the majority 
of the group. We numbered 16 strong, which 
made up over half of the audience, and 
showed our legislators that we are a force to 
be dealt with. 

WORKING HEALTHY and the 
WORK PROGRAMS   

WORKING HEALTHY and the WORK 
PROGRAMS are available to people with 
disabilities until they turn 65. People do not 
need to be on Social Security as long as 
they have a disability determination and 
can work enough to earn at least $65.00 per 
month gross or more, making minimum 
wage or more, and paying taxes, social 
security, etc. They can have up to 
$15,000.00 in resources not including their 
home, car, retirement plan, personal 
belongings, and can make upwards of 
$75,000.00 per year depending on family 
size. They can be on SSDI but if they are 
they cannot earn more than allowed by 
Social Security. If they are on SSI and depen-
dent on the SSI income they may not want 
to qualify because they must become 
ineligible for SSI and would lose the SSI 
income. If they don't need HCBS they may 
still qualify for WORKING HEALTHY and 
MEDICAID.

If they qualify for WORKING HEALTHY and 
the WORK PROGRAM they will get MEDIC-
AID, receive HCBS with PCA(s) who they can 
pay as much as $10.00 per hour and maybe 
even provide some benefits to their PCA(s). 
They can use up to $7,500.00 PER YEAR in 
Assistive Services for things like assistive 
technology including medical equipment, 
home modifications, vehicle modifications, 
transportation, and maybe even Dentures. 
If they are on SSDI they will have both 
MEDICARE and MEDICAID.
 
Even though these are Kansas Medicaid 
programs they have not suffered any 
cutbacks because they are work incentive 
programs, and there is NO WAITING LIST, 
and NO CLIENT OBLIGATION or SPEND-
DOWN. If someone on one or both of these 
programs loses or quits their job they have 
from 4 to 9 months to find another job 
without losing services, depending on the 
circumstances. If for some reason they can 
no longer work at all and they had been on 
one of the waivers when they went on one 
or both of these programs, except the FE 
waiver, they can go right back on it without 
having to wait. I know this all sounds too 
good to be true but it's not, as long as they 
are employed or self-employed in a legiti-
mate private business. 
 
Rick Knight states, ªThis is a win-win oppor-
tunity with no risk and I think most of you 
know me and know I wouldn't be making 

Legal Response to 
Domestic Violence Training

By Katy Parker LMSW ,
Family Peace Initiative
The First Annual Legal Response to Domes-
tic Violence was held at the Pittsburg 
Municipal Auditorium March 12th.  The 
training was sponsored by the Crawford 
County Task Force and will be an annual 
event.  An Outstanding Officer Award was 
awarded to Officer Tomasi of Frontenac PD.   
He was chosen because of his consistent 
efforts to assist victims and help them feel 
safe.  An anonymous Pittsburg business 
provided $500 and a certificate to be 
presented to Officer Tomasi. This year©s 
award recipient was chosen by Pittsburg 
CRC advocates.  Speakers for the training 
included Brooke Saathoff (FPI), Travis 
Harrod (AG©s office), Bethany Roberts 
(Kansas Legal Services), Sarah Neve 
(Coffeyville CRC), and Sarah Rust-Martin 
also of the AG©s office.  Attendees were 
presented with training regarding victim 
services, civil remedies, an over view of the 
Family Peace Initiative, information regard-
ing the stalking law, and tips on how to 
prosecute domestic violence while keeping 
the victim safe.  The seminar was designed 
primarily for law enforcement and 
prosecuting attorneys.  There were 150 
registered and 125 were in attendance.

these statements if they weren't true. If you 
have someone who may be eligible and is 
interested in these programs call me at 
620-421-5502 or my cell at 620-778-2321 
and if I think they may be eligible I will refer 
them to Dan Hallacy, the Working Healthy 
Benefits Specialist who can look at their 
earnings and benefits and provide some 
options for them to consider.º
Rick Knight is the WORKING HEALTHY and 
the WORK PROGRAM coordinator for SKIL 
Resource Center. 
Email Rick at rickk@skilonline.com.

110 Years Strong

Rose Harris of Pittsburg celebrated her 
110th birthday Jan. 30, 2010 Harris, affec-
tionately known as ªAunt Rosieº and ªMother 
Rose,º also received a birthday call from U.S. 
Sen. Sam Brownback, who has admired and 
respected her for years. ª

The daughter of the late Lott and Margaret 
Shaw Miller, Harris was born Jan. 30, 1900, in 
Yale, just east of the current location of 
Chicken Mary's. There were 10 children in 
the family. Harris' last living sibling died at 
106 a year or so ago, and she went with 
relatives by car to attend the funeral in 
Denver, Colo.
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SKIL Leadership

Wednesday March 17th, 2010 the SKIL 
Board met in regular session. In addition to 
the regular business Shari Coatney, 
CEO/President of SKIL shared some of the 
effects the recent cuts in funding have had 
on the SKIL organization. They include 25 
people having to be let go, reduced hours 
in all offices, reduction is salaries and 
benefits. But hat SKIL is preparing for the 
conflicts to come and plans to work to 
resolve these issues with legislators and 
agencies such as SRS.

Upcoming events were mentioned such as 
Community Picnics, Fishing has No Bound-
aries, and the July 26th ADA Celebration. 
Plans are being discussed to coordinate a 
statewide celebration. July 26th 2010 will 
be the twentieth anniversary of the ADA.

Greg Jones reported that the Office of Civil 
Rights met with SKIL and is working on the 
Olmstead complaints. It was noted that 
SKIL was successful in submitting over 100 
Olmstead complaints. This has the poten-
tial to affect those currently on the PD 
waiting list that have been waiting for more 
than one year.

Tarina Lane, RN who is the Nurse Adminis-
trator for Independent Strides shared that 
the Home Health program of SKIL is 
currently serving 42 patients in the South-
east Kansas area. Additionally Strides is 
working with some of the SKIL Counselors 
to provide assistance to those on the 
waiting list.

SKIL leaders were glad to welcome some 
visitors who are discussing the possibility 
of becoming part of the Board. A short 
video is included at the SKIL website that is 
of Sandra Klingensmith she is interested in 
becoming part of the SKIL leadership team.

Feminine Mystique 
Advocates in Action

The Yates center Advocacy group called, 
ªFeminine Mystiqueº met in regular session 
Wednesday February 10th. The plans for the 
day included a hot bowl of chili and fresh 
cinnamon rolls then it was right to business.

The team created personal Valentines for 
the residents of the local nursing home. 
They sent blue and purple to the men and 
pink   to   the   ladies.   Some   of   the   fun

58 Crosses on Topeka Capital Lawn 

Fifty-eight crosses lined the grass in front of 
the Statehouse on Tuesday morning, a repre-
sentation of what one disability advocate said 
were the disabled Kansans on the in-home 
service waiting list that have died while 
waiting for funding.

"They demonstrate the political genocide 
going on while the Kansas Legislature fails to 
act," said Greg Jones, a representative of the 
grass-roots group. "They represent 58 lives 
who chose to remain at home and keep their 
dignity instead of having their dignity 
stripped by being placed in a nursing setting."

The state acknowledges 58 of the 1,700 
disabled Kansans on the waiting list have died 
since December 2008. But 467 disabled 
Kansans who were receiving in-home services 
died during that same period. About 6,600 
people currently receive those state-funded 
services.

Around 30 protesters first positioned them-
selves outside the House Appropriations 
Committee on Tuesday to add to their silent 
outdoor protest. The group later moved to the 
Senate Taxation Committee, which was debat-
ing the merits of raising the state tobacco tax.

Jones said he sees "the writing on the wall" 
when it comes to taxes.

"Does anyone want to pay more taxes? No, I 
don©t," he said. "But if I have to spend an extra 
dollar to make sure the elderly neighbor has 
oxygen, to keep her in her home, I©ll do it."

KLKC The SKIL Radio station in 
Parsons at Career Day!

Steve Lardy and Colt Smith of KLKC were at 
Parsons High School Career Day ± The two 
gyms at Parsons High school were filled 
with representatives of institutions of 
higher education, businesses, industry and 
the military Thursday during Career Day. 
Students were able to access information 
about many opportunities available follow-
ing graduation. One of the organizers 
Sherry Bowen noted the event has grown. 
Three years ago, there were forty booths set 
up in one gym. She said the facilities Thurs-
day were as packed as one of the local 
basketball games with students making 
plans for the future. 

discussion erupted as people began to 
discuss what numbers they would put on 
the cards. After a few laughs it was back to 
business and everyone agreed to just put a 
telephone number of SKIL and not their 
measurements on the cards for the men.

Armed with paper, pens, and markers the 
team really hoped that if anyone inside the 
nursing home that wanted to get out 
would see the number and know that there 
are resources and people that support folks 
living in their own home rather than being 
moved into a nursing facility.

Some of the advocates wanted to share 
how the recent budget cuts were affecting 
them. Gala Blevins shared that with 
reduced hours there is a real danger of not 
being able to monitor her blood sugar as 
close as she needs to. 

Daniel Hudson who has had a serious heart 
attack and four stints is feeling a 
tremendous amount of stress, because he 
fears the state will take away his personal 
care attendant and then try to force him 
into a nursing home. Daniel stated, ªI 
worked in a nursing home. I've seen how 
they do. It's not good for the people."

Joyce Potter who lives out in rural Woodson 
county requested that the state not cut the 
wages of personal care attendants as it is 
already a hardship to find people willing to 
drive out into the county and do the work. 
Joyce stated, ªThe State of Kansas should 
care about the people that need the help.º


