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My Home For The Holidays

SKIL Resource Center hosted their ªMy Home 
For The Holidaysº annual event at the Parsons 
VFW Friday December 4th. More than 500 
people gathered to share in a holiday meal 
served by Ultimate Choice Catering of 
Pittsburg.
  Ed Reynolds opened the meeting with a 
prayer of thanks for the previous year. State 
Representative Julie Menghini welcomed 
the crowd from all over the state, as residents 
had traveled from Hays area to attend the 
event. Billy Altom the Executive Director for 
APRIL (Association of Programs for Rural 
Independent Living) was the keynote 
speaker. APRIL is a national membership 
organization that works specifically with 
organizations that focus on integration of 
people with disabilities. Billy's address 
combined music with recognizing the 
history of the disability movement. It also 
focused on the future and the need for 
people to not back down from the difficult 
barriers faced in their communities.
  Skip Smith and Dave Sorrick presented an 
original Skip Smith portrait to Mr. Altom for 
his efforts in the disability community.
  The following people were recognized for 
their efforts also:
Ron Garnett ADAPT scholarship recognized 
Rodney Summers.
John Spillman Spirit of Independence Award 
recognized Joe Mc Daniel.
Believe and Achieve Award recognized 
Roger Buie and Audie Holt.
Tom Robinson Proving by Doing Award 
recognized Michael Miller.
Marty Wooten Advocacy Award recognized 
Susan Roberson.
Bobbi Carter Spirit of Giving Award 
recognized Walley Gibson.
Independent Strides Most Courageous 
Patient Award recognized Carolyn Burke.
Gary Cantrell Excellence in Radio Award 
recognized Annette Tucker.
Youth Award recognized India May.
  ªMy Home For The Holidaysº is entirely 
funded by donations from our friends in the 
business community who, have relationships 
with SKIL.

SKIL scheduled changes due to 
Medicaid Cuts  
 
  Due to the State of Kansas cutting the 
Medicaid services to all care providers by 
10%, SKIL is forced to inform you of the 
following changes. SKIL staff will be going to 
reduced hours to offset this statewide 
Medicaid cut. Beginning January 4, 2010, all 
SKIL offices will be open from 8:00 am to 6:00 
pm Monday through Thursday, meaning all 
offices will all be closed on Fridays.
  This four day work week will allow SKIL to 
reduce expenses. But we will be open later 
each of the four days to try and cover your 
needs.
   This change in the schedule is a result of the 
cuts in funding at the state level. They affect 
all Medicaid providers. SKIL however is work-
ing to provide the maximum services 
available.  
   Your advocacy efforts would be effective as 
SKIL advocates for you. Advocates can 
become involved in many ways. Mailing 
letters, making calls, email updates, video 
and written testimonies and direct action are 
just a few of the ways advocates work 
together.
   If you would be interested in becoming an 
advocate in support of SKIL, our customers, 
your attendants and your case managers, 
please feel free to contact us and we will be 
happy to send to you the addresses of the 
Kansas Senators and Representatives and of 
course the Governor of Kansas for you to 
write and express your concerns relating to 
these cuts. SKIL is fighting everyday to hold 
on to the services people need, but now the 
people who make these decisions need to 
hear from you!
   If you currently owe a client obligation for 
your care, please try to make arrangements 
to pay what you can, as not only are you 
putting your HCBS/PD services in jeopardy, 
but the employment of your PCA, your 
caseworkers and the company as a whole 
are being affected during these hard times.

ªGet involved like your life depends on it 
because it does!º Justin Dart,  Advocate. 

Ed Reynolds, Chairman of SKIL Board of 
Directors opened the meeting with a 
prayer of thanks for the previous year.

Believe and Achieve Award recognized 
Roger Buie and Audie Holt.

Bobbi Carter Spirit of Giving Award 
recognized Walley Gibson.
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Chanute Christmas 2009
 
120 Neosho County residents and their 
guests gathered Friday evening at the Zion 
Lutheran Family Life Center. Chanute SKIL 
staff and volunteers welcomed everyone 
and served a traditional holiday dinner to 
everyone. Representative Jerry Williams 
and his wife were present to share in the 
evening along with Advocacy Director, Greg 
Jones of the Parsons SKIL office.

Don Everly and Leighann Spilman were 
watching the radar very close as there were 
reports of an unidentified flying object in 
the Kansas air space. Rodney Summers 
went out to report and Santa Clause came 
in on a four wheel scooter. Elaine Legitt read 
ªTwas Night Before Christmasº as Santa got 
into place along with his helper Susan 
Roberson. 
Several door prizes were awarded to the 
adults.

Ultimate Choice- Working Healthy Plan 

    Joe Clark owns and operates a full service catering business in the Pittsburg Kansas area. 
Ultimate Choice catering began as a result of Joe preparing the food for his son's wedding. 
After being encouraged by friends and others Joe opened the Ultimate Choice Catering 
service.
    Dan Hallacy with the Working Healthy Plan met with Joe to explain the resources that are 
available with the program. Joe qualified and this gave him the benefits to cover his health 
needs.
   Joe is required to take 17 different prescriptions because of his disability. This need was 
putting the business and Joe's economic status at great risk. The Working Healthy Program 
benefits were able to, according to Joe, ªIt's actually given us a life back. Because I take a lot 
of prescription drugs, I have an enormous amount of health issues stemming from my 
heart¼so that just staying alive and being able to function takes an enormous amount.º 
Joe shared how this has changed the status of the business and his life to be flexible and still 
cover all the needs for his business and family.
   Joe became aware of the SKIL Resource Center through an event that was coordinated 
with Mike Snow the General Manager of the SKIL Radio stations KSEK/KLKC. 
    The My Home for the Holidays event for SKIL is the largest event Joe's business has done. 
It was a week of preparing for the night of the celebration. That afternoon as the crew was 
coming to the Parsons VFW to set up they loaded a bus with food and people. 
    There were several youth that had volunteered to come to the event and assist with the 
food. Joe shared how it was a very special night for them as well. On the way home in the 
bus there was a lot of ªwarm feelings on the bus ride home that night."
Joe's story brings several of SKIL's objectives into place. 
    First the SKIL radio stations are designed to bring the general public into a relation with 
the Center for Independent Living. Rather than work in an environment that is exclusive 
SKIL operates in the open public.
     Second SKIL is actively educating the Kansas public about the benefits of Kansas Working 
Healthy program. This is only one of many resource options SKIL provides through an 
ongoing library of information and referral.
    Third SKIL has an objective to create opportunities for youth to interact with people with 
disabilities and develop the skills to communicate and appreciate each other's unique 
abilities. 
Rick Knight is the Independent Living Counselor for the Working Healthy and Work 
Program. Contact Rick for more information at 800-688-5616 or email rickk@skilonline.com

ADAPT on Parade  

   South East Kansas ADAPT was very active 
during the month of December. The group 
of about 12 people participated in six 
parades in the SEK area. According to Rick 
Knight the goal was to just raise an 
awareness about ADAPT and the advocacy 
issues that they are working on. 
   During the parades they passed out flyers 
relating to; ªBeing in a nursing home is 
worse than going to jail.º According to the 
team at least in jail you know when you are 
planned to get out. 
    The group plans to raise enough funds for 
two trips in the upcoming year of 2010. 
Donations are used to cover the expense of 
attending a national ADAPT conference 
and direct action. 
    If you would like to join the group or 
follow their efforts contact Rick Knight at 
rickk@skilonline.com

For Sale Scooter and Lift Chair

Larger, comfortable scooter that travels well 
and respects your pocketbook.
Like-new Revo! Electric Scooter is just the 
ticket for taller folks who value style, perfor-
mance and economy. Though heavier and 
roomier than our smaller scooters (heaviest 
piece is 48 lbs. on 3-wheel model and 52 lbs. 
on the 4-wheel model), it disassembles 
easily, goes a bit faster and its battery yields 
twice the range.   Retail Value    $1,499.00

Sale±priced at $550.00 
Comfortable electric lift chair and recliner: 
Used Electric lift-chair has hand remote for 
easy access and provides necessary full-stand 
lift and infinite adjustable reclining positions. 
Standard size recliner features deep brown 
velour cloth and side pocket for remotes and 
easy access to reading materials.   New- 
$750.00---Sale-priced used - $150.00 For more 
info contact: Sid or Sheryl VanDyne-
(620)778-5238 or (620)778-3324, Parsons, KS 
Email: ssvandyne@terraworld.net
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Job Opening Northwest Missouri 

Coordinator of Service Navigation & Mentoring MERIL seeks an individual to provide leader-
ship to Independent Living Mentors and Quality Assurance for all service programs. Qualifi-
cations required are three years of supervisory experience and a Bachelors degree in a 
Human Services or related field with Masters preferred. Satisfactory background check 
required. Minorities and people with disabilities highly encouraged to apply. Position open 
until filled. Send cover letter and resume to HR Coordinator at russellg@meril.org or at 
www.meril.org for more information.

www.thekansastruthis.com

Statewide Advocates have established a 
new website to be used as a hub of 
information during this legislative session. 
One purpose of this website is advocates 
want everyone to hear the truth from real 
Kansans with disabilities about the impact 
of the drastic state budget cuts in the last 
two years. These cuts have significantly 
impacted Kansans' quality of life and limited 
their opportunities to live independently.

EITC Outreach        
Written by Annette Tucker     
 
   The SKIL Resource Center of Parsons 
hosted an informational meeting about 
Earned Income Tax Credits Thursday 
December 10, organized by city commis-
sioner Robert O'Kelly.  
   19 people representing major companies, 
the school district and financial institutions 
showed up for the session held at the 
Carnegie Arts Center. 
   According to the Internal Revenue Service, 
the Earned Income Tax Credit or the EITC is a 
refundable federal income tax credit for low 
to moderate income working individuals 
and families. Congress originally approved 
the tax credit legislation in 1975 in part to 
offset the burden of social security taxes 
and to provide an incentive to work. 
   When the EITC exceeds the amount of 
taxes owed, it results in a tax refund to those 
who claim and qualify for the credit. To 
qualify, taxpayers must meet certain 
requirements and file a tax return, even if 
they did not earn enough money to be 
obligated to file a tax return. The EITC has no 
effect on certain welfare benefits. In most 
cases, EITC payments will not be used to 
determine eligibility for Medicaid, Supple-
mental Security Income (SSI), food stamps, 
low-income housing or most Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
payments. 
   O'Kelly shared that 2006, EITC's brought 
$2.5 (m) million dollars into Parsons, He 
noted 70% of local taxpayers qualify for 
EITC's, but only 33% apply and that's the 
reason for the outreach program. 
   The AARP will begin offering free tax 
preparation in February and it's hoped that 
effort can be expanded. The Executive Direc-
tor of SKIL, Shari Coatney said part of the 
organization's mission involves advocacy 
and education which ties in with helping 
people in the community learn how to 
maximize existing opportunities.  

You could qualify to get free tax help.
Free Tax Services at Parsons VFW and Belmont Towers.
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Notes from SKIL Board 
  
Shari gave an update on the IL services and 
the recent state budget cuts to HCBS.   And 
the effects this would have on the 
customers and SKIL. 

Edward Reynolds, Nancy Varner and 
Jeanette Pruitt are the committee to review 
the new Board applications. During the 
recent ªMy Home for the Holidaysº event 
board applications were available and there 
were several that volunteered to participate. 

Rita Nance with Southeast Assistive 
Technology Access site reported to the SKIL 
Board regarding the Kansas Equipment 
Exchange project, staff trainings, and 
community presentations that the staff has 
completed.
   
Cindy Jones with the South Central Assistive 
Technology discussed various duties of each 
staff person and their outreach to the region 
around Wichita.
  
Bill Cochran gave an update on Family Peace 
Initiative on the number of people being 
served through the three groups. The FPI 
program according to information from Katy 
Parker the coordinator is the 1st Certified 
Batters Intervention Program in the State. 
The Attorney General's office is expected to 
send out a press release.
  
Tarina Lane with the Independent Strides 
Home Health talked about the number of 
patients, the referrals received, and 
applications to provide more customer 
services with Medicaid.
  
The Love Bubble Manager, Daren Sorrick 
discussed the staff changes, sales, and that a 
SKIL customer may be able to sell jewelry 
through the Love Bubble soon. This could 
then create an opportunity to be on the 
Working Healthy program.
  
 Mike Snow the General Manager of 
KLKC/KSEK radio stations discussed sales for 
Nov. and Dec. 2009. He also presented a list 
of new accounts, and played a song Justin 
Dart wrote for Billy Altom of APRIL. During a 
recent visit at SKIL Billy worked with radio 
staff to record the song.  Yoshiko Dart gave 
permission for the recording and it is on the 
SKIL website.  Mike told about a marketing 
campaign for Frail and Elderly waiver 
customers.  Daren is working as the contact 
person in the Love Bubble, then he will 
direct the information to Brenda Mulberry.

Independent Strides
By Richele Hayes

Independent Strides Home Health (ISHH) 
provides excellent medical care for 
patients in the comfort of their home.  
The fact is that people are living longer 
combined with the requirements for care 
as people get older continues to increase 
yearly. The resources to provide this type 
of care are in demand.  

Taking care of patients in the home can 
have huge benefits for the patient.  One 
of the main attributes to home health 
care is that the patient has the 
opportunity to stay in an environment 
where he or she is familiar with their 
surroundings while being medically 
cared for by people they know and trust.  
Many patients feel that ISHH has 
impacted their lives in many different 
ways. 

Currently, Independent Strides Home 
Health has 3 Registered Nurses and 3 
Home Health Aides(HHA) that go out and 
see patients.  The registered nurses 
provide patients with such services as 
injections and intravenous therapy, 
wound care, education on disease 
treatment and prevention, and patient 
assessments. Also the HHA's offer 
assistance to patients with activities of 
daily living such as getting in and out of 
bed, walking, bathing, toileting, and 
dressing. 
Strides RN's and HHA's not only provide 
medical services, but help the patient in 
other ways as well.  They give the patient 
hope to cope with loneliness as well as 
furnish loved ones the peace of mind that 
the patient is being well taken care of.  

To find out how Strides is a part of SKIL's 
Independent Living focus call toll free 
866-750-3328 or visit Independent 
Strides at 315 North 16th St. Parsons, 

Many People With Disabilities...
Suffer Abuse  

A recent survey of women with physical 
disabilities identified a range of victimizing 
situations commonly experienced by persons 
with all types of disabilities. More than half of all 
respondents (56 %) reported being abused. Of 
that group, 87 % reported physical abuse; 66 % 
reported sexual abuse; 35 % were refused help 
with a physical need; and 19 % were prevented 
from using an assistive device they required. In 
addition, 74%  of the women who had been 
abused reported ongoing victimization, and 55 
%  reported multiple episodes of abuse in their 
adult lives. However, only 33 %  of women with 
physical disabilities who were surveyed sought 
help with their situation, and they had ªmixed 
reactionsº as to whether getting assistance had 
been a positive experience. 

People with developmental disabilities are 4 
to10 times more likely to be victims of crime 
than other people. Although they are also more 
likely to be victimized again by the same person, 
more than 50 % never seek assistance from 
legal personnel or treatment service providers. 
Children with disabilities are more than three 
times more likely to be abused or victimized 
than children without disabilities. A 5-year study 
of 4,340 pediatric hospital patients with 
disabilities revealed that 68 % were victims of 
sexual abuse and 32 % were victims of physical 
abuse. The National Rehabilitation Information 
Center estimates that as many as 50 % of 
patients who are long-term residents of 
hospitals and specialized rehabilitation centers 
are there due to crime-related injuries. In 
addition, it is estimated that criminal acts cause 
at least 6 million serious injuries each year, 
resulting in either a temporary or permanent 
disability. 

Perpetrators of crimes against people with 
disabilities frequently know or have access to 
their victims through a personal or service 
relationship. A study published in the Journal of 
Sexuality and Disability estimates that more 
than half of all abuse is perpetrated by family 
members or peers with disabilities. Persons 
working in disability-related fields (paid or 
unpaid caregivers, doctors, nurses, and other 
professionals) are also believed to be 
responsible for significant numbers of incidents. 
When the abuser is an intimate partner or 
someone involved in the person's emotional or 
physical well-being, seeking help or justice can 
be extremely complicated for the victim.

Contact SKIL for more information or assistance. 
Call 800-688-5616


